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MI SCIENTISTS

Alchemist of the Rainbow and discoverer of "Magic Bullet"
PAUL EHRLICH
Paul Ehrlich (1854 to 1915) The
Father of Chemotherapy' revolutionised
curative medieine.
Definition of chemotherapy;
Treatment of infections and diseases by
means of chemical substances or drugs,
Ehrlich lived in Silesia in Ger-
many during his boyhood. Later he took Doctorate of Medi-
cine. Right from his childhood he was attracted by colours-
he was absorbed in the sight at the rainbow; he had an obses-
sion with colours.
He understood the potential uses of aniline dyes derived
from coal tar. Germans captured the world market in those
days in the manufacture of organic chemical compounds.
Ehrlich made experiments on staining procedures; he said
every tissue of the body, or a bacterium could be stained with
dyes. He worked with Karl Weigert, on whose name a stain is
existing. Robert Koch discovered tubercle bacilli in 1882; Ehrlich
stained them with methylene blue, a stain. Koch was pleased
with this attempt; never had the bacilli been revealed so clearly..